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Sinfulness  is  a  baneful,  mortal  rhtdady  V  and  all  man¬ 
kind  are  infected  with  it.  The  poison  was  infused 
in  the  first  temptation,  injected  by  the  old  Serpent ; 
and  it  has  become  inherent  in  the  very  constitution 
of  human  nature.  It  pervades  the  whole  man,  leaving 
no  oower  or  affection  uncontaminated.  It  operates 
diversely  in  those  who  are  its  subjects, — yet  it  assumes 
a  uniformity  of  character,  under  all  its  diversities  of 
type,  and  amid  all  classes.  It  may  be  seen  now 
operating  in  the  fever  of  guilty  passion,  and  now  in 
The  paralysis  of  criminal  sloth, — now  in  a  leprosy  which 
5  is  loathsome  to  every  eye,  and  now  in  the  hidden 
cancer  of  the  vitals,  which  kindles  the  glow  of  loveli¬ 
ness  on  the  check,  while  it  consumes  the  constitution  ; 
*but  the  malignant  principle  is  one,  enmity  to  God. 
/The  organization  is  disordered,  and  the  balance  of  the 
ers  is  lost ;  there  is  the  agony  of  the  wounded 
j.  or  the  restless,  aching  void;  nor  is  there  in 
system  any  recruiting  energy,  it  is  the  helpless 
imj  )tency  of  fatal  disease.  But  while  we  speak  of 
sinfulness  under  this  imagery,  let  it  not  be  forgotten, 
this  is  figure ;  let  it  be  recollected  that  sinfulness 
is  a  state  of  moral  disease, — there  is  responsibility  in 
it,—  it  is  voluntary, — man  is  the  agent  as  well  as  the 
victim, — on  him  rests  all  the  criminality  of  sin.  Of 
such  a  state  death  is  at  once  the  natural  result  and 
penal  consequence  ;  and  it  is  death  in  the  fullest,  dread- 
est  sense  of  the  term,  the  destruction  of  the  whole 
man,  body  and  soul;  a  conscious  destruction,  “  ever¬ 
lasting  destruction  from  the  presence  of  the  Lord.” 

But  there  is  a  remedy.  It  has  been  provided  in 
sovereign  goodness ;  for  sinful  men  deserved  to  be 
left  in  ruin,  and  they  would  never  have  asked  for 
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help,  lor  sued  for  mercy.  The  remedy  is  worthy  of 
the  Godhead  ,  it  is  the  masterpiece  of  wisdom,  com¬ 
bining  all  the  awe  of  justice  with  the  boundless  riches 
of  goodness.  It  is  characterized  by  sovereign  efficacy, 
sufficient  for  all,  free  to  each.  And  what  is  the  balm 
provided  ?  It  bleeds  from  the  Tree  of  Calvary.  It 
is  the  healing  blood  of  propitiatory  sacrifice.  There 
is  divinity  in  it ;  for  it  was  the  Incarnate  Son  of  God, 
who  gave  himself  in  sacrifice.  “  Himself  bare  our 
sins,”  as  the  Great  Substitute.  “  By  his  stripes  we 
are  healed.”  You  see  what  an  accumulation  and  mix¬ 
ture  of  figure  is  required  to  express  this  great  truth : 
the  substitutionary  Victim  scourged,  that  the  culprit 
may  go  free  ;  the  Pure  and  Perfect  One  sickening, 
that  our  infected  souls  may  be  recovered ;  the  sacrifice 
consumed,  that  the  guilty  may  be  forgiven  ;  the  Holy 
Graft  on  Jesse’s  stem,  wounded  with  rude  incision, 
and  bleeding,  to  supply  the  balsam  wherewith  our 
wounded  spirits  may  be  healed.  This  precious  balm 
is  the  only  medicine  of  perishing  souls ;  yet  no  length¬ 
ened  journey  or  costly  price  is  necessary  in  order  to 
obtain  it  ;  it  is  brought  nigh  to  you,  it  is  freely 
offered  ;  it  is  all-sufficient  and  inexhaustible.  If  such 
be  the  balm,  I  need  not  say  who  is  the  Physician, — 
the  blessed  Jesus,  whose  office  and  delight  it  is,  “  to 
heal  the  broken-hearted.”  The  one  requirement  is 
faith, — “  only  believe.”  The  proud  reject  the  remedy  ; 
for  “  the  whole  need  not  a  Physician,  but  they  that 
are  sick  ;”  the  lowly  penitent  applies  for  its  healing 
application, — hears  the  gracious  words,  Thy  faith 
hath  made  thee  whole,” — and  departs  with  the  sweet 
consciousness  of  cure. 

With  such  a  disease  before  us  on  the  one  hand,  and 
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such  a  remedy  on  the  other,  well  may  we  take  up 
the  lamentation  of  the  prophet,  when  we  behold  the 
condition  of  our  race,  still  sick  and  perishing  around 
us.  To  see  the  infatuation  wherewith  such  a  remedy 
is  refused,  and  the  frivolity  wherewith  application  for  its 
benefits  is  postponed,  might  almost  provoke  our  indig¬ 
nation.  Or  the  limitation  of  its  efficiency  might  give 
rise  to  reproach  and  remonstrance  against  the  supine¬ 
ness  of  zeal,  which,  had  it  been  sincere  and  importu¬ 
nate,  surely  must  have  prevailed  with  perishing  men. 
Or  we  might  be  tempted  to  yield  to  misgivings  and 
despondency,  when  the  pestilence  is  still  seen,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  existence  of  a  remedy  purporting 
to  be  so  efficacious,  yet  wasting, — and  that  almost  with¬ 
out  any  check  ;  the  millions  perishing,  while  one  only 
of  a  city,  or  two  of  a  family  are  rescued  from  death  : 
we  might  be  ready  to  ask,  whether  the  evangelical 
remedy  is  all  that  we  have  supposed  it  to  be,  and 
disheartened  and  paralysed,  we  might  be  almost  ready 
to  retire  from  the  scene  of  desolation,  to  weep  in  secret 
places.  But  the  prevailing  and  abiding  sentiment  will 
be  holy  commiseration.  What  malady  like  sin  ?  and 
just  in  proportion  to  the  infatuation,  the  inveteracy, 
the  criminality,  is  the  misery.  And  the  victims  are 
men, — our  kindred, — men  with  whom  we  were  kindred 
too  in  depravity;  thus  infatuated,  inveterate,  criminal 
was  our  state.  To  realize  the  ruin  of  one  soul,  with 
its  noble  powers  and  its  immortal  consciousness, — a 
ruin  too  frightful  for  any  imagery  to  symbolize, — this 
is  too  affecting  for  tears,  though  gushing  day  and  night. 
To  view  myriads,  millions,  countless  millions,  dropping 
hour  by  hour  into  perdition ;  all  moving  onward,  yet 
absorbed  in  trifles,  reckless,  proud,  scornful,  frivolous. 
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all  moving  onward  in  ceaseless  procession  to  doom, — is 
as  appalling  as  it  is  sorrowful.  To  behold  all  this 
within  reach  of  remedy,  a  remedy  so  costly,  and  of 
such  invariable  efficiency ;  stupifies  the  mind  and  fills  it 
with  consternation.  Is  our  world  no  longer  the  scene 
of  mercy  ?  is  it  become  the  very  seat  where  infat¬ 
uation  and  retribution  go  hand  in  hand  ?  Is  it  per¬ 
petuated,  and  are  these  multitudes  of  immortal  spirits 
poured  forth  upon  it,  only  to  illustrate  man’s  desperate 
criminality  and  God’s  righteous  indignation  ?  Shall 
the  Gospel  at  best  prove  only  occasionally,  “  the 
savour  of  life  unto  life,”  but  ordinarily  “  the  savour 
of  death  unto  death?”  Has  that  Gospel  an  all-suffi¬ 
cient  virtue  ?  and  did  Christ  come  into  the  world 
to  save  sinners?  howr  then  is  it  that  they  are  not 
saved  ?  “  Is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead  ?  is  there  no 
Physician  there?  Why  then  is  not  the  health  of  the 
daughter  of  my  people  recovered  ?  ” 

But  when  the  prophet  uttered  these  words,  he  had 
a  specific  reference  to  his  own  country.  It  was  the 
lamentation  of  patriotism  as  well  as  of  piety ;  or  rather, 
it  was  the  lamentation  of  patriotism  consecrated  by 
piety.  And  the  text  is  selected  on  this  occasion,  that 
it  may  be  viewed  by  us  in  a  specific  reference.  You 
are  convened  here  as  Christian  patriots ;  you  seek  the 
evangelization,  and  you  mourn  the  sins  of  your  coun¬ 
try.  We  may  not,  indeed,  pretend  to  rank  Britain 
with  Judah,  as  if  standing  in  any  special  covenant 
relationship,  exclusive  of,  or  pre-eminent  above,  others. 
But  Britain  stands  related  to  us ,  as  our  country,  as 
Judah  did  to  the  prophet.  His  were  patriotic  tears, 
wept  over  sinful  Judah  ;  nor  are  ive  disposed  to  take 
up  the  character  of  cosmopolites,  so  as  to  lose  sight  of 
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the  more  immediate  claims  of  our  native  land.  And 
though  the  few  remarks  that  have  been  already 
offered  have  been  general,  you  will  not  be  disposed 
to  view  them,  as  having  detained  you  from  the  pro¬ 
per  topic  of  the  evening,  but  as  a  necessary  pre¬ 
liminary  to  it.  To  that  topic  I  now  come ;  my 
object  is  to  call  British  Christians  to  solemn  inquiry  as 
to  the  limited  efficiency  of  the  Gospel  in  their  own 
country. 

I.  It  is  assumed  as  matter  of  fact,  that  the  effi¬ 
ciency  of  the  Gospel  is  far  more  limited  in  our  country, 
than  in  theory  we  might  have  been  led  to  anticipate. 

It  must  suffice  to  glance  only  at  a  more  general  view 
of  the  gospel  theory,  as  furnishing  data,  on  which  to 
found  our  expectation  of  its  success  in  any  place,  and 
in  all  places.  If,  looking  away  from  the  actual  history 
of  evangelical  religion,  you  could  limit  your  regard  to 
the  Gospel  itself, — what  anticipations  would  you  not 
be  warranted  to  cherish  as  to  its  progress  and  tri¬ 
umphs?  You  would  contemplate  a  movement  so 
stupendous,  and  an  interposition  so  gracious,  in  the 
incarnation  of  Deity,  and  the  ceaseless  offices  of  me¬ 
diation,  as  would  seem  to  you  to  warrant  and  demand 
results  the  most  glorious.  You  would  recognize  a 
remedy  sufficient  for  the  greatest  and  direst  exigency ; 
a  physician  whose  skill  can  never  be  baffled,  and  medi¬ 
caments  whose  application  can  never  be  ineffectual ; 
though  you  should  multiply  the  beneficiaries  of  the 
Gospel  by  millions,  and  that  multiple  by  millions  and 
millions  more,  yet  convinced  that  its  sufficiency  must 
remain  still  unexhausted  and  inexhaustible, — you  would 
feel  that  even  then  its  fruits  could  not  be  compared 
with  the  stupendous  work  itself.  You  would  further 
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mark  the  adaptation  of  the  wondrous  remedy  to  the 
case  of  our  ruined  humani  y,  addressing  all  the  motives, 
and  touching  all  the  springs,  of  human  action, — awe  and 
gratitude,  and  hope,  and  fear,  and  self-interest ;  and 
how  could  such  a  Gospel  be  in  vain  ?  And  when  told 
of  human  depravity  in  its  virulent  alienation  and  unbe¬ 
lief,  you  would  turn  to  the  agency  of  an  Almighty 
Spirit,  secured  through  the  work  of  Christ,  and  by  the 
promise  of  the  Father,  and  operating  by  the  instru¬ 
mentality  of  evangelical  truth  ;  and  in  his  condescension 
and  energy,  you  would  find  the  pledge  of  large  success; 
beneath  his  dovelike  and  prolific  brooding,  the  moral 
chaos  should  surely  start  into  beauty  and  become  impreg¬ 
nated  with  vitality  ;  what  less  could  you  expect  to  see, 
than  Pentecost  renewed  in  every  place,  and  on  every 
successive  Sabbath  ?  And  if  there  should  be  any  dis¬ 
posed  still  to  suggest  a  doubt,  and  to  put  a  check  upon 
your  sanguine  expectations, — then  would  you  turn  to 
the  Gospel  commission,  as  referring  to  every  creature, — 
to  promise,  as  engaging  to  give  wide  and  effectual 
power  to  the  Word  of  truth, — and  to  prophecy,  as 
glowing  with  pictures  of  evangelical  triumph,  glorious 
and  universal. 

But  to  give  a  more  definite  character  to  our  specu¬ 
lations,  I  would  ask  you  to  estimate,  on  theory,  the 
probable  success  of  the  Gospel  in  such  a  field  as 
Britain,  during  a  given  period,  and  under  given  cir¬ 
cumstances.  I  speak  not  of  eighteen  centuries  that 
have  rolled  by  since  the  first  Briton  was  converted  to 
Christ;  nor  of  the  three  centuries  that  have  elapsed 
since  the  era  of  Reformation.  I  would  have  you  go  no 
further  back  than  for  the  space  of  one  hundred  years, 
commencing  with  the  period  of  religious  revival  ushered 
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in  by  the  apostolic  labours  of  Whitefield  and  the  Wes¬ 
leys;  and  I  would  have  you  contemplate  still  more 
specifically  the  means  that  have  been  in  operation  in 
your  own  days.  In  this  case  you  are  supposed,  not 
only  to  be  familiar  wTith  all  that  sufficiency  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel,  and  all  those  promises  of  ultimate  triumph,  to 
which  I  have  already  adverted ;  but  to  have  witnessed 
its  course  for  more  than  seventeen  centuries.  It  would 
have  seemed  that  subtilty  and  malignity  had  now 
exhausted  all  their  devices  to  impede  or  to  corrupt 
the  Gospel.  Paganism,  backed  with  temporal  power, 
had  been  compelled  to  succumb  to  it.  When  its  course 
could  not  be  impeded,  then  corruption  had  been  super¬ 
induced,  it  had  been  overlaid  by  error  and  superstition  ; 
but  error  had  been  at  length  exposed,  and  superstition 
had  lost  its  power.  Again,  a  new  form  of  evil 
appeared, — a  lifeless  orthodoxy  and  cold  formality  suc¬ 
ceeded.  Then  came  the  revivalists  of  the  last  century. 
The  field  was  open.  They  stood  upon  the  footing  of  a 
revelation  that  all  admitted.  They  had  no  outworks 
to  storm,  scarcely  a  foe  to  meet ;  it  was  theirs  to  enter 
the  gates  of  the  city,  which  no  arms  defended,  though 
the  citizens,  alas!  wrere  all  in  profound  slumber.  They 
uplifted  the  voice,  and  it  was  the  clarion  of  alarm  to 
arouse,  the  trumpet  of  jubilee  to  attract.  Life  and 
light  flew  abroad  in  every  direction ;  meeting  houses 
and  churches  were  thrown  open ;  or  if  these  were 
closed,  tents  were  pitched,  or  myriads  assembled  in  the 
open  square  or  by  the  river  side.  Preachers  started 
from  formality ;  nobles  flocked  to  the  drawing-rooms, 
where  sacred  eloquence  taught  with  the  amenity  of  the 
courtier,  with  the  fidelity  of  the  apostle,  and  with  tears 
becoming  His  servants  who  wept  over  Jerusalem ; 
players  turned  from  their  buffoonery  to  sit  weeping  at 
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such  men's  feet.  The  metropolis  and  all  the  provinces 
rang  with  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation.  Stated  con¬ 
gregations  among  Churchmen  and  Dissenters  saw  their 
ministers  transformed  into  men  of  apostolic  zeal ;  and 
the  multitudes,  who  were  associated  with  no  such  con¬ 
gregations,  had  their  attention  irresistibly  attracted. 
The  church  wakened  up  from  slumber ;  the  world  was 
quickened  from  a  state  of  death. 

Think  next  of  the  operations  which  have  been  in 
progress  during  the  last  forty  years.  Let  an  intelligent 
convert  from  the  Bechuanas  witness  the  celebrations  of 
this  month  in  this  metropolis  ;  and  what  estimate  will 
he  form  of  the  probable  results  ?  He  shall  see  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  every  province  in  the  land,  and  of  every 
community  of  evangelical  Christians,  and  of  every  class 
in  societv;  he  shall  see  them  convened  in  crowded 
assembly  day  after  day,  to  report  the  progress  of  the 
past,  to  stimulate  to  further  zeal,  to  contribute  worldly 
treasure,  to  ply  the  instrumentality  of  prayer  ;  he  shall 
learn  that  every  continent  and  island  is  contemplated 
as  an  object  of  zeal ;  he  shall  ascertain  that  Bibles 
are  multiplied  by  thousands,  and  tracts  by  myriads, 
for  the  illumination  of  mankind ;  he  shall  be  apprized 
that  for  every  class  of  Britons  there  is  a  distinct 
movement ;  for  residents  in  the  metropolis,  in  the 
provinces,  in  towns  and  rural  districts,  for  little  chil¬ 
dren  and  rising  youth,  for  vagrants  and  for  cul¬ 
prits;  he  shall  hear  of  weekly  visits  to  cellars  and 
garrets,  and  laborious  itineracies  in  hamlets  and  vil¬ 
lages  ;  he  shall  be  informed,  in  fine,  of  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  Gospel  ministry,  not  only  in  every  city  and 
town  where  a  people  are  found  able  and  willing  to  sup¬ 
port  it, — but  in  scenes  of  denser  or  more  scattered  popu¬ 
lation,  where,  in  their  indifference  or  their  poverty,  no 
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adequate  support  can  be  found,  but  whither  the  herald 
has  been  sent  by  associated  churches  of  more  favoured 
localities. 

Now  what  would  our  Bechuana  anticipate  as  the 
result  of  all  this  instrumentality  ?  He  knew  what  his 
countrymen  were  twenty  years  ago;  a  people,  who, 
though  human,  were  utterly  imbruted,  having  intellects 
without  ideas,  consciences  without  sensibility,  hearts 
without  affections  ;  he  had  seen  Moffatt  and  Hamilton 
commence  their  labours  among  them,  not  even  pre¬ 
pared  to  interchange  discourse,  because  unacquainted 
with  their  rude  jargon ;  he  had  seen  them  scorned, 
robbed,  threatened,  yet  persevering ;  and  in  the  end, 
he  had  beheld  the  key  of  the  Gospel  adapting  itself  to 
the  wards  of  even  their  hearts,  for  the  oil  of  kindness 
had  softened  the  mass  by  which  they  had  been  clogged, 
and  the  omnipotence  of  grace  had  thrown  back  the 
bolts  so  long  rusted  in  their  position, — and  now  a  moral 
transformation  was  exhibited  even  among  the  Bechu- 
anas:  surely,  then,  he  would  conclude,  among  a  people 
prepared,  by  the  instrumentality  of  labourers  so  nu¬ 
merous,  and  as  the  result  of  operations  so  diversified, 
a  single  generation  will  not  pass  ere  Britain  be  all 
evangelized.  And  what  would  your  estimate  be  when 
looking  at  the  earlier  period,  three  generations  past, — 
you  should  form  a  theory  as  to  the  probable  results  of 
evangelical  zeal  ?  Were  evangelization  to  proceed  in 
the  same  ratio  as  under  the  conjoint  zeal  of  Whitefield 
and  the  Wesleys,  the  good  Countess,  and  their  coad¬ 
jutors, — could  a  single  town  have  been  left  unvisited 
by  the  end  of  the  first  generation  ?  would  not  the 
second  have  witnessed  the  operations  of  zeal  bearing 
directly  on  high  and  low,  on  city  and  village,  on  the 
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entire  mass  of  our  whole  population  ?  and  would  not 
the  present  age  have  exhibited  the  character  of  univer¬ 
sal  evangelization  ?  would  not  Britain  have  presented 
an  actual  specimen  of  that  splendid  conception,  a 
Christian  nation,  by  being  transformed  into  a  nation 
of  real  Christians  ? 

From  these  estimates,  estimates  so  reasonable  in 
theory,  estimates  on  which  faith  was  warranted  to  cal¬ 
culate,  we  turn  to  fact ;  and  we  discover  a  discrepancy 
between  the  theoretic,  nay,  the  believing  estimate,  and 
the  actual  state  of  things,  which  disheartens  and  sickens 
ns.  The  ratio  of  progress  has  not  been  maintained. 
In  not  a  few  instances  the  measure  of  prosperity 
reached  under  the  first  impulse  of  revival,  has  never 
been  exceeded  :  it  has  been  thought  much  to  keep 
pace  with  the  waste  of  death.  In  others  the  increase 
has  scarcely  borne  a  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
population.  In  the  most  favoured  spots,  though  Satan’s 
kingdom  may  have  been  encroached  upon,  so  far  is  he 
from  being  driven  out,  that  the  majority  are  yet  subject 
to  him.  It  would  seem  as  if  religion  might  be  intro¬ 
duced  and  win  converts,  but  could  never  absorb  the 
population ;  as  if  it  might  successfully  struggle  for 
individual  converts,  but  could  never  rescue  the  mass. 
Is  aggression  made  on  the  irreligion  of  the  nation  ?  Is 
there  a  sensible,  visible,  rapid,  general,  universal  ex¬ 
tension  in  progress  ?  Are  the  limits  of  Satan’s  king¬ 
dom  becoming  really  narrower  and  narrower  ? — What 
is  the  village  ?  The  congregation  of  worshippers  is  as 
stationary  as  the  population. — What  the  state  of  the 
town  ?  Fifty  years  ago,  there  was  a  Dissenting  com¬ 
munity  of  our  order ;  perhaps  there  were  one  or 
two  of  other  denominations,  together  with  a  parochial 
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structure  for  worship; — and  now,  with  a  population 
of  double  the  amount,  the  accommodation  may  be 
somewhat  more  thpjV  doubled  for  purposes  of  wor- 
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ship  ;  we  have  still  one  only,  though  a  larger  sanctuary, 
and  others  have  a  proportionate  increase.  In  our 
larger  towns  there  has  been  probably  a  somewhat  larger 
ratio  of  advancement ;  but  do  the  attendants  on  evan¬ 
gelical  ministrations  comprise  a  fourth  part  of  the  popu¬ 
lation?  And  in  this  metropolis,  if  you  number  the 
worshippers  by  myriads,  what  are  the  millions  ?  I  put 
these  inquiries  without  any  pretensions  to  statistical 
information  :  but  I  fear  the  case  is  so  obvious,  that  the 
rudest  guess  will  be  enough  to  justify  our  conclusion, 
and  that  it  must  be  admitted  that  if  the  Church  has  her 
thousands,  the  world  has  her  tens  of  thousands. 

Come,  British  Christians,  contemplate  the  spiritual 
condition  of  your  country.  I  would  not  induce  a 
sombre  discontent,  I  would  not  be  forgetful  of  the 
great  things  which  God  has  done  for  individuals  and 
communities ;  but  we  must  not  be  so  dazzled  with  the 
good,  as  to  be  forgetful  of  the  evil  by  which  we  are 
surrounded.  We  must  not  take  our  estimates  of 
British  piety  from  the  aspect  of  your  metropolitan  hall, 
in  this  month  of  sacred  celebrations.  We  must  look  at 
masses  and  sections ;  we  must  analyse  their  elements, 
and  then  we  may  form  a  more  accurate  notion  of  the 
actual  state  of  things.  Take  your  position  with  Le 
Sage’s  familiar  spirit,  and  gaze  on  this  metropolis,  its 
streets,  its  habitations,  its  every  haunt  laid  open:  — 
you  dare  not,  you  close  your  eyes  on  the  revolting 
scenes,  you  stop  your  ears  against  the  revolting  sounds. 
But  what  is  the  prevailing  character  ?  Tell  me  not  of 
crime  devised  and  executed,  innocence  betrayed  and 
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conscience  hardened,'  vice  spreading  its  pestilence,  and 
atheism,  bj;eathjpg  .its  -blight  t -  take*  the  more  decent 
classes  ip  ftl!  departments  : — :teil  me  what.  is  the  religion 
of  the  industrious  families  of  those  courts  and  alleys  ? 
have  they  any  ?  tell  me  what  is  the  character,  what  are 
the  habits,  what  the  intercourse  of  our  young  men, 
from  the  teeming  mass  of  the  lowest  warehousemen,  to 
the  students  in  our  hospitals  and  Inns  of  Court  ?  tell  me 
if  you  were  to  speak  to  them  of  their  souls,  and  their 
immortal  prospects,  what  would  be  the  reply  of  those 
merchants,  as  they  return  to  their  suburban  villas,  or 
of  those  gay  daughters  of  your  metropolis,  who  roll  in 
chariots  of  state  through  your  crowded  streets  ?  In 
all  these  classes,  you  would  find  the  thoughtful  and 
devout, — but  can  you  persuade  yourselves  that  these 
would  be  the  majority  ?  would  they  be  any  more  than 
the  exceptions  ? — Take  our  provincial  towns.  Pass 
through  their  streets  at  the  hour  of  evening  prayer, 
and  in  which  of  them  will  you  find  the  counterpart  of 
Kidderminster  as  in  the  days  of  Baxter, — every  house 
resounding  with  the  song  of  praise,  and  the  solemn 
tones  of  prayer  ?  but  if  families  pray  not,  where  is  the 
piety  of  the  population  ?  Who  does  not  dread  to 
launch  a  beloved  son  amid  the  masses  of  population 
in  those  towns,  where  principle  must  pass  so  fiery 
an  ordeal,  and  youth  may  so  soon  be  schooled  in 
Scepticism,  or  profligacy,  or  both  ?  Those  workmen, 
what  fierce  passions  are  fanned  among  them, — what 
cabals  are  held,  endangering  the  well-being  of  society ! — 
Or  go  to  rural  districts  and  see  ignorance  or  error, 
brutality  and  sullenness  and  moral  pollution,  making 
man  the  contrast  to  the  purity  of  the  atmosphere,  and 
the  beauty  of  the  landscape. — View  your  country  in 
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sections  and  departments. — Blessed  be  God  there  is 
piety  among  statesmen  and  courtiers  : — but  would  it  be 
in  palaces,  or  in  parliaments  that  you  would  look  for  it 
as  an  element  or  a  characteristic  ? — Science  renders 
homage  to  religion  :  but  join  the  local  Institute  or  the 
Association  where  all  the  science  of  the  land  is  concen¬ 
trated  ;  is  it  there  that  revealed  religion  occupies  a  pre¬ 
eminent  place  ?  Complimented  by  most,  and  by  some 
sincerely  loved  and  boldly  avowed, — do  not  the  many 
smile  at  the  simplicity  of  the  believer  ?  and  if  there  be 
neither  materialism  nor  pantheism,  is  there  real  reli¬ 
gion  ? — Literature  has  been  consecrated ;  is  this  its 
character  ?  and  yet  let  it  be  recollected,  that  the  mass 
of  the  pious  demand,  in  a  larger  or  smaller  supply, 
the  products  of  the  press,  while  the  humbler  classes  of 
the  irreligious  have  other  gratifications,  so  that  our 
literature  must  be  better  than  our  population. — Take 
the  holiest  day  of  the  seven,  and  by  that,  judge  of  Bri¬ 
tain’s  spiritual  condition.  The  sordid  are  transacting 
business,  the  rich  make  it  a  day  of  travel,  the  poor  take 
the  excursion  ;  rivers,  roads,  railways,  are  crowded ; 
parks  are  thronged,  and  taverns  find  it  their  chief  day 
of  profit ;  the  God  of  the  Sabbath  is  openly  insulted 
on  his  own  day.  True,  there  are  multitudes  in  the 
sanctuary,  but  they  constitute  a  fractional  part  of  the 
whole  population.  Besides,  many  of  them  leave  the 
sanctuary  to  close  the  day  on  the  village  green,  and  in 
the  village  ale-house  ;  multitudes  have  been  there  to 
gain  a  dispensation,  in  sacraments,  for  the  ball,  and  the 
theatrical  entertainment  of  the  week. — Above  all,  look 
at  your  country  as  teeming  with  a  population  moving 
ever  into  eternity.  Every  hour,  every  minute  presents 
lovely  examples  of  faith  and  piety  in  the  dying  exi- 
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gency  ;  but  how  man}'  crowd,  with  the  dying  saints,  to 
stand  at  the  same  tribunal,  of  whom  no  hope  can  be 
cherished. 

But  I  must  pursue  the  inquiry  no  longer.  It  is 
but  too  painfully  obvious  that  the  theory  of  the  Gos¬ 
pel  has  not  yet  been  verified  in  our  land.  “  The  health 
of  the  daughter  of  our  people  is  not  yet  recovered.” 
Sickening  and  saddening  as  the  truth  is,  it  must  be 
realized, — for  important  practical  results  stand  con¬ 
nected  with  it. 

II.  Our  next  duty  is  that  of  Solemn  Inquiry,  that 
we  may  ascertain,  if  possible,  the  reasons  of  this 
limited  efficiency  of  the  Gospel  in  our  country. 

Such  a  state  of  things  as  has  now  been  rather  adver¬ 
ted  to  than  described,  it  is  painful  to  contemplate,  and 
we  are  ready  to  close  our  eyes  upon  evils  which  we 
fancy  we  cannot  alleviate.  Under  such  a  morbid  sensi¬ 
bility,  or  more  probably  in  the  lack  of  all  sensibility, 
there  are  those  who  would  ascribe  this  state  of  things 
to  the  sovereign  will  of  God.  This  is  to  attribute  all 
the  profligacy,  the  unbelief,  the  malignity  of  men’s 
natures  to  his  will — as  well  may  they  ascribe  to  him 
the  origin  of  evil.  It  is  no  less  preposterous  a  contra¬ 
diction  than  to  say,  that  it  is  his  will  that  men  should 
be  his  enemies.  It  is  to  deny  that  solemn  asseveration, 
in  which  he  has  sworn  by  himself,  that  he  hath  no 
pleasure  in  the  death  of  a  sinner,  but  that  he  should 
turn  from  his  wdcked  way  and  live. 

Unembarrassed,  then,  by  speculative  inquiries  and 
perplexities,  —  we  look  around  for  an  explanation  of 
the  fact,  that  while  the  Gospel  possesses  a  character 
of  all-sufficiency,  and  is  designed  for  universal  exten¬ 
sion,  it  is  yet  found  attended  in  our  country  by  such 
a  limited  efficiency. 
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One  obvious  reason  will,  I  fear,  apply  to  a  wide 
extent, — the  actual  ignorance  of  the  Gospel  in  which  a 
large  proportion  of  our  population  is  living  and  perish¬ 
ing.  This  is  actual,  personal  destitution  ;  and  strange 
as  it  may  appear,  it  may  be  found  in  the  midst  of  our 
towns,  and  under  the  very  shadow  of  our  sanctuaries. 
There  are  large  classes  whose  feet  never  cross  the 
threshold  of  the  house  of  prayer,  though  in  its  very 
vicinity, — who  though  they  can  hear  the  swell  of  our 
sacred  songs  even  in  their  own  habitations,  never,  from 
year  to  year,  hearken  to  the  preacher’s  message.  And 
such  is  their  condition,  that  they  scarcely  know"  that 
these  sacred  places  are  open  to  them,  —  and  would 
scarcely  think  of  occupying  them,  any  more  than  they 
would  of  entering  into  your  private  dwelling  places,  or 
taking  up  their  abode  there.  How  many  myriads  may 
there  be  in  this  very  city,  to  whom  the  Name  of 
Christ  is  utterly  unknown,  except  as  the  medium  of 
cursing  ?  But  in  our  villages  and  rural  districts,  the 
destitution  is  in  many  cases  more  painful ;  it  is  absolute  : 
there  is  no  herald,  there  is  no  sanctuary ;  or  the  in¬ 
structions  to  which  they  listen  misguide  them,  and  the 
ceremonials  they  attend  are  made  a  substitute  for  true 
religion.  “  How  shall  they  believe  in  him  of  whom 
they  have  not  heard  ?  and  how  shall  they  hear  without 
a  preacher  ?”  Many  a  glen,  which  you,  in  your  sum¬ 
mer  excursions,  explore  for  scenery,  is  left  without 
evangelical  instruction.  Many  a  hamlet,  whose  sons 
furnish  you  with  corn,  is  left  destitute  of  the  bread  of 
life.  Whole  counties,  rich  in  the  products  of  the 
orchard  and  the  field,  are  left  uncultivated  by  the 
Christian  husbandman.  Balm  there  is  for  wrounded 
spirits,  but  it  has  never  been  conveyed  to  these  scenes : 
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no  marvel  then  that  the  health  of  the  people  is  not 
recovered. 

Whatever  other  reasons  may  explain  this  sad  state 
of  things,  it  is  in  human  depravity  that  we  must 
find  its  immediate,  criminal,  cause.  Even  the  darkest 
regions  of  Britain  have  some  rays  of  evangelical  light. 
Many  of  whom  we  have  spoken  dwell  within  the 
range  of  evangelical  institutions.  Multitudes  more 
are  really,  accurately,  richly  acquainted  with  evan¬ 
gelical  truth.  In  every  case  guilt  lies  at  the  door. 
There  may  be  sins  in  the  church  counteracting  its  use¬ 
fulness,  and  there  may  be  the  crying  sin  of  neglect  of 
our  brother’s  soul  ; — yet  the  ultimate  chargeableness 
rests  on  the  unbelieving,  sinful  population  itself. 
There  are  misgivings.  There  is  a  conscience  ill  at 
ease.  Opportunity  of  fuller  information,  and  means  of 
holy  impression,  are  at  hand.  But  these  men  will  not 
come  to  the  light,  lest  their  deeds  should  be  reproved. 
They  will  not  come  to  Christ,  that  they  might  have 
life. 

Yet  since  depravity  is  the  universal  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  the  Gospel,  our  inquiries,  to  be  specific,  must 
proceed  to  those  particular  influences  by  which  depra¬ 
vity  operates  in  the  British  population,  so  as  to  oppose 
the  progress  of  spiritual  religion. — Ignorance  is  widely 
prevalent.  We  have  been  too  ready  to  vaunt  ourselves 
on  our  high  civilization,  and  on  the  diffusion  of  educa¬ 
tion  ;  I  fear  we  should  be  found  at  disadvantage  in  a 
comparison  with  some  of  our  continental  neighbours. 
The  mere  capacity  of  spelling  out  a  chapter,  or  writing  a 
name  in  forms  almost  of  hieroglyphic,  is  not  education, — 
but  statistical  inquiry  shews  us,  that,  if  it  were,  a  large 
proportion  of  our  population  is  destitute  even  of  this. 
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Our  gaols  are  crowded  with  offenders,  and  one  half  of 
them  cannot  read.  Of  thirty  thousand  couples  mar¬ 
ried  during  three  months  of  the  year  1838,  nearly  a 
third  of  the  one  sex,  and  a  full  half  of  the  other,  were 
incapable  of  signing  their  own  names.  From  some  of 
your  stations,  your  Missionaries  write,  that  “  the  great 
majority  cannot  read  a  word.”  There  is  need  for  a 
work  of  preparation.  In  vain  you  cast  abroad  the 
seed,  on  a  surface  which  is  unbroken  by  the  plough, 
in  a  soil  pre- occupied  by  weeds. — Profligacy  is,  I  fear, 
a  characteristic  of  our  population.  In  rural  districts 
it  is  found  in  mere  brutal  indulgence  of  appetite;  in 
towns,  it  assumes  a  character  of  bolder  licentiousness. 
In  a  vast  class  it  is  openly  practised,  it  is  avowed  in 
unblushing  shamelessness;  in  not  a  few  I  fear  it  will  be 
found,  secretly  practised  under  a  veil  and  mask  of 
exterior  decency.  It  is  a  vortex  drawing  in  the  unwary, 
till  they  grow  dizzy  and  perish. — It  may  seem  like  the 
utterance  of  an  identical  proposition  to  say  that 
Irreligion  must  be  specified  as  a  characteristic  obstacle 
to  the  extension  of  truth  and  piety.  Yet  I  hesitate 
not  to  insert  it  in  the  enumeration.  I  speak  of  irre¬ 
ligion,  though  the  term  be  negative,  as  a  positive  evil. 
I  might  include  all  those  more  undisguised  forms  of 
hostility,  wThich  appear  in  sceptical  systems ;  but  I 
advert  rather  to  the  mock  and  the  jeer  of  men,  who 
make  no  pretension  to  a  speculative  scepticism.  In  how 
many  circles  are  the  most  hallowed  designations  made 
the  very  shafts  of  ridicule.  “  You  are  going  to  be  very 
religious,  are  you  ?”  “  That  is  a  saint,  he  is  one  of 

the  godly.”  And  as  is  the  speech,  such  is  the  conduct : 
Bibles  are  neglected  —  Sabbaths  are  desecrated  :  in  the 
family  no  altar  for  God  ;  in  the  chamber,  no  bended 
knee,  even  in  acknowledgement  of  dependence. 
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I  might  greatly  increase  the  enumeration  of  forms  and 
characteristics  in  which  depravity  operates, — but  these 
are  only  so  many  types  and  aggravations  of  that  very 
disease  of  which  the  Gospel  is  the  designed  remedy. 
To  these,  therefore,  I  very  cursorily  advert,  because 
the  inquiry  returns, — Since  the  Gospel  has  been  seen  to 
possess  such  a  remedial  sufficiency,  why  is  its  actual 
efficacy  so  limited?  It  cannot  be  questioned  whether 
God’s  own  instrument  would  be  made  effectual  by  his 
own  grace,  were  it  duly,  and  in  the  right  spirit,  plied. 
It  becomes  then  a  matter  demanding  searching  investi¬ 
gation, — what  is  there  that  counteracts  or  neutralizes 
this  all-sufficient  remedy  ? 

In  reply,  I  must  briefty  advert  to  the  state  of 
religious  profession  in  this  country.  The  nominal 
Christianity  subsisting  among  us  must,  I  fear,  be 
specified,  as  an  obstacle  in  the  way  of  real  religion.  It 
acts  as  a  delusion  on  the  consciences  of  millions,  and  it 
becomes  the  barrier  by  wffiich  they  are  defended  against 
all  access  of  truth.  f  It  is  a  Christian  nation.  Are 
they  not  all  Christians  ?  What  conversion  do  they 
need  ?  Why  should  herald  or  preacher  come  to 
address  them?’  Then  this  nominal  Christianity  is 
found  co-existent  with  frivolity, — with  criminality, — 
with  actual  irreligion  ;  it  may  possibly  be  admitted 
that  these  are  inconsistencies,  but  ‘  they  are  only  in¬ 
consistencies, —  the  people  are  Christian  still ;  and  so 
Christianity  as  a  name  is  the  very  obstacle  in  the  way 
of  Christianity  as  a  reality .  It  is  Christianity  without 
the  knowledge  of  truth,  or  faith  in  Christ,  or  regeneracy 
of  heart,  or  fitness  for  heaven. — The  spirit  of  sectari¬ 
anism  exerts  a  prejudicial  influence.  Christianity  is 
one ;  but  its  disciples  are  separated  into  parties,  and 
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the  world  knows  not  how  to  discriminate  among  them. 
Instead  of  coming  with  the  high  tone  of  authority,  she 
comes  in  the  attitude  of  a  candidate  for  preference, — 
and  men  that  are  glad  to  shift  off  all  religious  obliga¬ 
tion,  bid  her  disciples  adjust  the  disputes  that  prevail 
within  the  community, — and  then  come  and  present 
the  claims  of  the  Gospel  on  them.  The  sectarian  spirit 
betrays  itself  in  exalting  minor  points  into  matter  of 
essential  importance  ;  this  it  does,  if  not  in  theory,  yet 
in  practice  ;  and  just  in  proportion  as  the  secondary 
matter  is  unduly  exalted,  the  primary  one  is  depressed, 
and  its  weight  of  influence  is  necessarily  counteracted. 
Thus  eager  partizanship  exerts  a  baneful  influence, — 
contracting  what  is  expansive, — giving  to  religious 
party  an  appearance  of  interested  selfishness, — and 
repelling,  by  inspiring  prejudice  in  men’s  minds. — I 
must  add,  without  compromise,  but  as  far  as  I  may, 
without  offence,  that  State  alliance ,  and  State  influence 
operate  in  counteraction  of  evangelical  zeal.  I  freely 
allow  that  there  being  a  State-church,  and  ascendency 
having  been  thus  given  to  one  ecclesiastical  body,  that 
Church  furnishes  the  opportunity  of  zeal  among  classes 
from  whom  all  other  communities  are,  by  the  exclusive¬ 
ness  of  that  State  alliance,  virtually  shut  out.  I  can 
easily  understand  how  men  of  eminent  piety,  and  of 
lofty  intellect  too,  admitting  episcopacy  or  conscienti¬ 
ously  preferring  it,  may  deem  it  right  to  avail  them¬ 
selves  of  the  vantage-ground  furnished  by  such  ascen¬ 
dancy,  for  the  sake  of  access  to  minds,  and  classes,  from 
which  otherwise  they  would  be  excluded.  I  rejoice 
when  I  behold  such  men,  with  simple  aims,  labouring 
for  souls,  and  exerting  a  hallowed  power  on  the 
influential  classes  of  the  community.  There  is  no  one 
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associated  in  your  Society  who  does  not  love  them  for 
their  work’s  sake.  Yet  we  cannot  but  feel  the  persua¬ 
sion,  that  had  no  such  ascendancy  been  given  to  any 
church,  these  holy  men  would  have  laboured,  to  say  the 
least,  as  usefully, — while  the  classes  on  whom  they 
operate  would  have  been  left  accessible  to  the  whole 
machinery  of  Christian  zeal.  Then,  we  cannot  overlook 
the  fact,  that  the  ascendancy  of  which  enlightened  zeal 
may  thus  avail  itself,  is  available  also  for  them  who 
preach  another  Gospel.  We  see  the  whole  influence 
of  the  State  given  to  the  ministrations  that  lull  the  con¬ 
science  and  misdirect  it.  Your  Society  has  put  forth  a 
statement,  the  truth  of  which  is,  I  fear,  too  much  upon 
the  surface  to  need  substantiation  by  laboured  proof, 
that  “  there  are  some  thousands  of  parishes  in  which 
the  present  system  of  ecclesiastical  patronage  has  not 
only  failed  to  secure  the  preaching  of  evangelical  doc¬ 
trine,  in  the  endowed  church,  but  forbids  the  hope  of 
its  being  enjoyed  for  the  future.”  It  is  painful  to  add, 
that  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases,  the  same  patronage, 
and  the  parties  sustained  by  it,  are  arrayed  against  the 
efforts  of  the  evangelist;  doors  are  closed  against  him, 
alms  are  withdrawn  from  those  who  listen  to  him,  hus¬ 
bandmen  are  driven  from  their  farms,  pulpits  resound 
with  denunciation. — I  must  add  one  other  influence; — 
error .  Without  the  pale  of  the  established  church,  it 
operates  mischievously  by  its  own  native  virulence ; 
within  the  establishment,  it  envenoms  a  shaft  driven  with 
all  the  force  of  a  bow  which  the  State  provides.  Anti- 
trinitarianism  has  its  influence,  though  limited;  popery 
is  silently,  steadily  working  mines,  the  explosion  of 
which  may  be  much  more  speedy  than  most  men  anti¬ 
cipate,  and  will  probably  be  as  terrific  as  sudden ; 
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sacramentarians  are  raising  within  the  citadel  colours 
scarcely  dubious,  which,  as  they  float  in  the  view  of 
those  without,  animate  their  silent,  stealthy  operation. 

But  this  solemn  inquiry  as  to  the  reasons  of  limited 
efficiency  must  come  nearer  still  to  our  own  bosoms. 
If  we  have  the  ordained  instrument,  why  is  it  not 
effectual,  notwithstanding  every  obstacle  ?  If  the 
Spirit’s  agency  is  essential  to  give  it  efficacy,  why  is 
that  agency  withholden  ?  Our  inquiry  must  now 
respect  the  true  church .  And  by  the  true  church  I  do 
not  mean  to  designate  any  one  denomination  exclu¬ 
sively;  I  refer  to  all,  'whether  identified  with  us ,  or  with 
any  other  sections  of  the  dissenting  community,  or  with 
the  establishment ;  all  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
who  are  zealous  for  the  truth  that  is  in  Jesus,  and 
whom  he  therefore  recognises  as  his  people. 

If  there  be  Inconsistency  in  the  Church,  it  will  act  as 
a  bar  in  the  way  of  conversions,  and  as  a  blight  upon 
zeal.  The  men  whom  you  aim  to  convert  will  be  con¬ 
firmed  in  their  irreligion,  if  they  see  you  acting  a  part 
unworthy  of  your  profession.  The  Saviour,  whose 
cause  you  seek  to  serve,  will  withhold  his  Spirit  and 
his  blessing.  Let  Christian  disciples  meditate  their 
responsibility.  If  it  be  whispered  that  you  are  very 
different  men  on  journeys  and  in  distant  scenes  from 
what  you  seem  to  be  at  home  ;  if  while  keeping  within 
the  bounds  of  legal  honesty,  your  bargains  are  unscru¬ 
pulous,  and  the  conscience  of  a  Christian  be  found  to 
exert  less  restraint  than  the  honour  of  the  world  ;  if 
your  tempers  are  overbearing,  ungovernable,  morose  ;  if 
you  can  mingle  with  boon  companions,  so  as,  without 
exhibiting  the  spectacle  of  inebriety,  yet  to  evince  the 
strength  of  those  seasoned  to  long  sittings  over  the  wine; 
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if  your  families  present  scenes  where  devotion  breathes 
not,  or  where  conduct  immediately  following  the  cere¬ 
monial  proclaims  its  hypocrisy  : — you  are  chargeable 
with  a  fearful  responsibility,  your  countrymen  who 
believe  not  are  hardened,  the  zeal  of  the  church  is 
paralysed,  the  Spirit  of  God  is  grieved,  and  He  with¬ 
draws  himself  for  your  sake. — Dissension  is  an  evil 
within  the  church.  The  old  adage  was  never  perhaps 
more  completely  the  rule  of  Satan’s  policy  than  at 
present,  ‘Divide  and  conquer/  Religion  is  one, — the 
Church  is  one:  a  host  is  besetting  the  church  on  every 
hand, — corrupting,  assailing,  undermining,  seeking  to 
destroy  it.  Would  to  God  that  all  the  true  lovers  of 
Christ  would  combine  as  one  man  !  I  know  it  will  be 
said,  ‘  Physician,  heal  thyself: — let  Dissenters  lay  aside 
their  hostility  to  Churchmen/  We  disavow  that 
hostility ;  but  we  cannot  compromise  our  principles, 
and  we  ask  no  compromise  of  others.  Here  is  com¬ 
mon  ground, — the  chasm  that  divides  the  true  church 
from  the  ungodly  world  is  impassable  ;  the  fences  that 
separate  the  sections  of  the  true  church  are  slight.  Let 
these  fences  be  sustained  with  scriptural  argument  and 
uncompromising  freedom  ;  but  let  them  be  regarded 
only  as  fences  separating  in  minor  points,  and  dividing 
into  distinct  sections,  those  who  are  one  in  Christ. 
Then  let  love  be  avowed,  let  there  be  visible  fellow¬ 
ship, — let  there  be  co-operation, — let  there  be  com¬ 
bination.  If  at  this  day, — when  sacramentarianism  is 
nailing  its  colours  to  the  mast ;  when  popery  is  fur¬ 
bishing  its  weapons,  and  organizing,  and  drilling  its 
troops ;  and  when  infidelity  is  professing  to  enter  upon 
a  mission  of  social  renovation,  for  which  it  blasphem¬ 
ously  pronounces  the  religion  of  Christ  to  have  proved 
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itself  incompetent, — would  but  the  true  believers  of 
every  denomination  proclaim  their  preference  of  one  an¬ 
other,  above  all  who,  though  denominationally  connected 
with  them,  could  not  be  recognised  as  evangelical  and 
spiritual,  then  might  a  front  be  presented  at  which  hell 
would  tremble, — in  which  the  world  would  recognise 
Christ's  true  discipled  church, — and  which  he  would  con¬ 
descend  to  bless  with  speedy  triumph  over  the  world. — 
The  church  is  chargeable  with  Inactivity.  Movement 
itself  is  but  recent ;  and  what  is  that  movement  in  com¬ 
parison  with  the  amount  of  power  in  the  church  ?  If 
evangelical  Christians  in  Britain  amount  to  so  many 
myriads, — how,  but  through  their  inactivity,  can  mil¬ 
lions  be  left  within  the  boundaries  of  their  own  country 
unvisited  by  the  Gospel  ?  How  many  thousands 
among  us  are  there,  that  never  thought  of  taking  active 
measures  for  the  conversion  of  men’s  souls  ! — Selfishness 
is  chargeable  on  us.  I  refer  especially  to  religious 
privilege.  The  sinner  was  awakened,  he  sought  peace, 
and  he  entered  into  the  church,  with  scarcely  a  thought 
beyond  his  personal  comfort  and  profit.  Believers 
break  the  bread, — weep, — rejoice, — hold  fellowship, — 
cherish  the  hope  of  heaven  for  themselves,  —  and  leave 
the  destitute  unsupplied,  almost  unpitied. — The  grand 
secret  is  Lukewarmness .  Christ  is  not  fervently  loved, — 
for  sin  is  not  deeply  mourned,  and  spiritual  blessedness 
is  not  supremely  valued ;  the  heart  is  not  deeply 
interested  in  spiritual  objects,  for  they  are  not  vividly 
verified. — Worldliness  is  eating  as  a  canker.  The 
world’s  gaieties,  and  luxuries,  and  habits  are  incom¬ 
patible  with  absorbing  zeal.  Business  is  pursued  with 
eagerness,  and  its  gains  are  grasped  with  the  clutch  of 
avarice,  or  dissipated  in  very  vanity.  The  smile  of  the 
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world  is  courted,  and  the  opportunities  of  usefulness 
are  forfeited. 

Every  one  of  these  particulars  might  demand  a 
lengthened  illustration.  But  let  it  be  enough  to  name 
them ;  and  then  let  the  British  Christian  ponder  their 
influence.  The  Gospel  is  limited  because  of  the 
unfaithfulness  and  sins  of  the  church.  It  might  have 
been  extended  in  an  instrumentality  acting  on  the 
whole  population  ;  such  an  instrumentality  rightly  ope¬ 
rating  and  under  right  principles,  the  promised  Spirit 
would  have  been  given,  and  truth  would  have  been 
efficacious.  We  have  been  defective  in  exertion,  —  we 
have  sinned  away  that  Spirit.  Inconsistency  has 
blighted  effort;  dissension  has  paralysed  zeal;  inactivity 
has  left  opportunities  of  usefulness  slip  ;  selfishness  has 
concentrated  attention  on  personal  comfort ;  luke¬ 
warmness  has  all  but  made  our  Master  loathe  us ; 
worldliness  has  been  a  canker  at  the  core  of  all  our 
piety.  Come  mingle  tears  of  pity  for  perishing  souls, 
with  tears  of  penitence  for  your  own  sins. 

III.  We  turn  now  to  the  practical  question  of  ob¬ 
ligation. 

And  here  let  me  remind  you  that  the  responsibility 
of  diffusing  the  Gospel  rests  with  the  Church.  The 
Great  Head  has  withdrawn  himself  from  earth  to 
fulfil  the  offices  of  mediation  in  his  exalted  state. 
Having  laid  the  foundations  of  the  great  work  in  his 
obedience  and  death,  he  departed,  leaving  it  in  com¬ 
mission  with  his  disciples  to  publish  the  glad  tidings 
to  every  creature.  The  remedial  work  having  been 
completed  and  the  balm  provided,  all  that  was  further 
requisite  was  that  the  knowledge  of  it  should  be  pro¬ 
mulgated,  and  He  engaged  to  render  such  promulgation 
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efficacious*  No  angel  is  now  sent  on  the  errand  of 
evangelization.  No  miracle  is  now  wrought  in  con¬ 
firmation  of  the  message.  There  is  a  Revelation 
amply  accredited,  full  and  complete  in  its  discoveries  ; 
its  authority  is  final,  its  appeal  solemn  and  universal. 

But  it  is  not  enough  that  the  volume  of  Revelation 
exists  :  it  must  be  circulated ;  its  truths  must  be  pro¬ 
claimed  and  expounded  ;  its  claims  and  its  blessings 
enforced  and  urged  on  the  attention  and  reception  of 
mankind.  As  inspired  men  were  employed  to  write 
the  books  of  Scripture,  so  it  belongs  to  uninspired  men 
to  diffuse  the  knowledge  thus  imparted. 

Much  might  be  said  illustrating  the  wisdom  and 
grace  of  arrangements  such  as  these.  Where  can  there 
be  obligations  like  those  which  rest  on  them  who  are 
themselves  partakers  of  salvation  ?  had  it  been  a  for¬ 
mal  stipulation,  that,  receiving  mercy  in  their  own 
exigency  of  ruin,  they  should  never  cease  to  make 
known  the  remedy  to  all  whom  they  might  find  in  like 
exigency,  it  had  been  but  a  reasonable  requirement. 
Who  so  well  adapted  to  extend  the  knowledge  of  the 
remedy,  as  those  who  have  themselves  experienced  its 
efficiency  ?  They  know  the  misery  of  moral  disease, 
the  grace  of  the  great  Physician,  the  sweetness  of 
returning  health,  the  elasticity  of  recruited  vigour. 
It  is,  moreover,  the  highest  privilege  conferred  on  re¬ 
deemed  sinners,  to  be  made  the  instruments  of  con-  * 
veying  the  benefits  of  salvation  :  all  the  sentiments 
of  loyalty  to  their  exalted  Saviour,  of  brotherly  love 
to  their  fallen  fellow  men,  and  of  zeal  for  holiness 
and  truth,  combine  to  render  this  service  delightful ; 
while  in  it  they  recognise  the  highest  department  of 
service,  that  in  which  the  works  of  God’s  arch  foe  are 
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to  be  destroyed,  in  which  a  world  is  to  be  renovated, 
on  which  angels  look  down  with  absorbing  interest, 
and  in  which  the  glory  of  God  is  embarked.  For  this 
service  earth  itself  stands,  as  the  arena  where  the  signal 
defeat  of  Satanic  subtilty  and  malignity  is  to  be  effected. 

But  it  must  not  be  forgotten  that  if  the  church  is 
bound  in  duty  to  perform  this  service,  the  obligation 
rests  on  its  individual  constituency.  We  are  apt  to 
lose  the  recollection  of  individual  responsibility,  in 
vague  notions  of  responsibility  resting  on  communities 
and  collective  bodies.  But  what  are  such  bodies  save 
aggregates  of  individuals  ?  It  is  then  a  question  of 
individual  duty ;  and  let  it  be  borne  in  mind,  that  it 
will  become  in  the  last  great  day,  matter  of  individual 
scrutiny  :  the  question  will  then  be,  not,  <  What  did 
the  church  effect,’  but,  ‘  What  did  you  do?’  ‘  What  at 
least  did  you  attempt?’  Let  each  forestall  that  judg¬ 
ment,  and  ask  himself  now  ; — ‘  Here  is  a  world  to  be 
evangelized,  here  is  my  country  to  be  evangelized, 
what  have  I  attempted  in  this  service  ?’ 

From  the  question  of  responsibility  we  turn  to  that 
of  adequacy.  The  field  we  are  contemplating  is  our 
country — with  its  provinces,  its  towns,  its  villages,  its 
rural  districts  :  nowr  are  there  resources  in  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church,  adequate  for  the  supply  of  an  instrumen¬ 
tality  commensurate  with  this  field  ?  Suppose  there 
were  not,  what  then  ?  If  we  had  but  a  single  grain, 
it  must  be  cast  into  the  soil,  in  confidence  that,  spring¬ 
ing  beneath  the  blessing  of  the  great  Husbandman, 
its  fruit  would  speedily  multiply,  till  adequate  seed- 
corn  should  be  produced  for  the  whole  extent  of  the 
field.  Were  not  twrelve  men  employed  to  evangelize 
the  world?  and  they  hesitated  not  to  address  them- 
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selves  to  the  work,  if  not  by  their  personal  ministrations, 
yet  by  putting  into  movement  operations  which  should 
issue  in  that  grand  result.  Did  not  some  three  or 
four  evangelists  come  forth  from  the  cloisters  of  Oxford 
to  resuscitate  the  dying  churches  of  Britain?  and, 
as  if  Britain  were  too  restricted  a  field,  did  they  not 
cross  the  Atlantic,  and  extend  their  zeal  efficiently  to 
the  new  world  ?  Did  not  a  little  band  of  missionaries 
enter  on  Tahiti  for  the  conversion  of  Polynesia  ?  and 
this  day,  after  little  more  than  forty  years,  the  multi¬ 
tude  of  the  isles  is  waiting  for  God.  If  then  your 
hands  were  few,  yet,  ought  not  your  hearts  to  quail. 
All  the  analogies  of  Scripture  might  teach  us  that  we 
are  not  more  to  despond  of  the  day  of  small  things, 
than  to  despise  it.  The  little  leaven,  the  single  grain 
of  wheat,  the  inconsiderable  stone  cut  out  of  the  moun¬ 
tain  without  hands; — these  are  the  emblems  which 
might  encourage  you. 

But  are  the  resources  of  the  Christian  church  so 
limited  ?  Is  there  not  at  this  day  an  adequacy  to 
extend  the  instrumentality  of  the  Gospel  over  the 
whole  of  our  country  ?  Take  the  census  of  the 
church,  and  say  if  there  are  not  adequate  numbers  ? 
Calculate  the  property  of  the  church,  and  say  whether 
so  paltry  a  question  as  that  of  expence  shall  be  an 
obstacle  ?  Estimate  the  talent  that  is  in  the  bosom  of 
the  church,  and  again  say,  whether  we  are  not  well 
able  to  occupy  the  whole  field  in  its  length  and  its 
breadth?  Let  the  Christian  people  of  this  metropolis 
arouse  themselves  ;  and  might  they  not  put  in  motion 
an  apparatus  that  should  act  on  every  element  of 
population, — by  multiplying  sanctuaries  for  evangeli¬ 
cal  ministration  in  well-selected  localities,  rendering 
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them  attractive  by  their  architecture  and  their  accom¬ 
modation  to  the  taste  at  once  of  the  many  and  of  the 
refined, — by  the  active  canvass  of  simple-minded  men, 
for  the  purpose  of  securing  the  attendance  of  the  more 
accessible  classes  of  society, — by  the  public  proclama¬ 
tion  of  the  Gospel,  in  the  tent  and  by  the  wayside, 
that  the  attention  of  the  gay  and  thoughtless  may  be 
arrested, — by  the  renewal,  in  the  selecter  circles  of 
society,  of  drawing-room  services,  where  fashion  her¬ 
self  may  be  made  the  handmaid  of  religion,  and  coro¬ 
nets  be  once  more  laid  at  the  foot  of  the  cross, — by 
domiciliary  visits  to  courts  and  alleys,  to  cellars  and 
garrets,  in  times  of  sickness  and  poverty,  and  with  the 
direct  aim  of  the  City  Missionary, — and  by  the  wide 
distribution  of  religious  tracts  among  all  classes  of  the 
people  ?  But  I  cannot  enumerate,  all  the  modes  of 
operation  :  let  Christians  count  their  numbers,  classify 
their  ranks,  bring  forth  their  resources ;  and  see  how 
much  may  be  effected  in  ten  short  years  for  that 
metropolis,  whence  half  a  million  will  by  that  time  have 
passed  into  eternity.  Similar  adequacy  surely  there  is  in 
our  larger  and  our  smaller  towns  ;  there,  similar  instru¬ 
mentality  may  be  available,  while  both  there  and  here 
in  addition  to  other  modes,  let  the  Sunday  school  be 
efficiently  conducted,  and  devices  employed  to  retain  our 
youthful  pupils  at  that  critical  period  when  they  usually 
leave  our  schools, — and  access  might  be  secured  to  a 
large  class  of  population  otherwise  shut  out  from  all  our 
instrumentalities.  And  then,  if  our  metropolitan  and 
provincial  churches  combine,  may  there  not  be  found 
the  means  of  supplying  every  destitute  town,  and  all 
our  rural  districts  with  missionaries  ?  and  if  our  young 
men  would  devote  their  spring-time  of  life,  to  these 
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scenes,  they  would  find  spheres  which,  if  so  low  a 
principle  as  ambition  were  operating  within  them,  would 
amply  reward  the  persevering  zeal  of  the  best  educated 
among  them.  A  freedom  of  access  would  be  enjoyed 
which  cannot  be  found  amid  the  population  of  cities  ; 
character  would  in  like  manner  acquire  early  weight, 
and  so  confidence  would  be  established  and  prejudice 
be  disarmed.  Brethren,  make  the  experiment — secure 
for  a  few  rural  scenes  such  agency  as  our  most  popu¬ 
lar  pulpits  might  command  ;  be  generous  in  your 
scale,  and  see  if  a  few  years  will  not  change  the  pre¬ 
sent  unfavourable  contrast  between  towns  and  villages. 

Do  I  overrate  the  adequacy  of  our  resources,  when 
I  say  that,  with  organization  and  zeal,  you  are  equal 
to  the  extension  of  instrumentality  commensurate  with 
the  field  which  your  country  presents?  and  if  there 
be  such  adequacy,  is  the  zeal  lacking,  and  shall  there 
be  no  such  extension  of  your  instrumentality  ?  What 
then  shall  be  done  ?  shall  religion  remain  stationary  ? 
or  only  advance  by  painful  and  almost  imperceptible 
degrees  ?  Or  do  you  wait  for  the  arrival  of  foreign 
aid  ?  It  has  been  said,  4  Evangelize  Britain,  that 
Britain  may  evangelize  the  world.7  But  perhaps  the 
maxim  ought  to  be  reversed,  4  Evangelize  the  world, 
that  some  of  its  nations  may  come  and  evangelize 
Britain.’  From  those  Bechuanas,  and  from  the  sur¬ 
viving  brethren  of  those  martyred  Malagassy,  the 
evangelist  may  come,  reporting  that  their  population  is 
converted — that  the  field  is  all  cultivated — and  that 
they  had  heard,  with  agonizing  bosom,  of  Britain’s 
very  partial  evangelization,  and  that  they  come  to 
traverse  the  land  in  its  length  and  breadth  ;  imper¬ 
fectly  acquainted  with  the  idioms  of  your  language. 
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but  burning  with  love  to  souls  and  gratitude  to  Britain, 
and  determined  not  to  abandon  the  field,  till  Britain 
shall  be  as  happy  as  their  beloved  Madagascar,  or  as 
Christian  Africa.  Brethren,  will  you  wait  for  such  a 
period?  Will  you  cultivate  the  vineyard  of  others,  and 
suffer  you  own  to  lie  waste  ?  The  one  must  ye  do, 
and  not  leave  the  other  undone, 

The  responsibility  cannot  be  denied  ;  the  adequacy 
must  be  admitted :  then  what  further  is  required  ? 
zeal,  sincere,  glowing,  devoted,  operative  zeal.  Its 
great  exemplar,  we  may  find  in  our  Great  Head  him¬ 
self.  When  all  the  scenes  of  the  universe  were  before 
him,  his  eye  was  attracted  by  this  world  of  ours,  as 
presenting  a  field  where  the  chief  manifestation  of  his 
power  and  love  might  be  suitably  put  forth.  When 
all  the  interests  of  creatures  were  before  him,  for  man’s 
salvation  he  was  willing  to  make  a  movement  stupen¬ 
dous  beyond  all  parallel.  His  intensest  love  was 
called  forth,  and  then  ensued  the  stoop  from  heaven  to 
earth, —  and  the  humiliation  of  the  incarnate  state, — and 
the  work  of  obedience,  subjected  to  all  the  ordinary 
tests  of  probation  and  of  trial,  and  to  all  the  insulting 
tests  of  Satanic  temptation, — and  the  sacrificial  offering 
in  which  he  poured  forth  the  blood  of  his  humanity, 
giving  it,  by  the  agency  and  impress  of  his  divinity, 
a  divine  worth.  In  prosecution  of  the  ends  of  this 
work,  he  is  ceaselessly  engaged,  with  all  the  sympathies 
of  his  glorified  humanity,  and  all  the  energies  of  his 
supreme  Godhead,  in  the  midst  of  his  Father’s  throne. 
Here  vou  see  his  estimate  of  souls,  and  of  the  interests 
of  religion.  Here  you  have  the  practical  proofs  of  that 
estimate.  Here  you  have  his  example  of  zeal. 

It  becomes  us,  then,  instead  of  making  the  diffusion 
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of  the  Gospel,  and  the  conversion  of  sinners,  merely 
incidental  and  subsidiary  objects,  to  make  them  grand 
ends  of  being.  As  ministers,  we  profess  this  to  be  the 
very  end  of  office  and  life  ;  but  you,  our  people  and 
our  coadjutors,  you,  sustain  a  sacred  character,  you 
are  a  royal  priesthood,  and  it  becomes  you  then  to 
make  these  objects,  the  ends  of  your  being, — for  which 
you  are  to  carry  on  the  secular  occupations  of  the 
world,  as  much  as  we  do  the  sacred  occupations  of  our 
office.  We  are  all  regenerated,  redeemed,  placed  in 
society,  that  we  may  co-operate  together  in  the  service 
of  Christ.  This  must  be  meditated  by  us — that  know7- 
ing  the  exact  position  w7e  fill,  and  our  relation  to  the 
various  spheres  of  duty,  each  may  occupy  his  place 
with  fidelity  and  zeal.  We  must  yield  our  hearts  to 
the  work  of  zeal,  that  hope  and  fear,  and  joy  and 
sorrow,  may  be  moved  by  the  state  of  religion  around 
us.  We  must  put  forth  energetic  efforts  ;  that  whether 
influence,  or  personal  service,  or  property,  or  whatever 
else  be  our  trust,  it  may  be  employed  for  this  great 
object. 

But  zeal,  though  it  burn  and  operate,  will  be  inef¬ 
fectual  unless  there  be  prayer.  By  prayer  we  acknow¬ 
ledge  our  dependence.  By  prayer  wre  lay  hold  on 
Omnipotence.  Prayer  is  the  expression  of  faith  in  the 
promise,  and  of  confidence  in  the  Gospel,  as  God’s 
appointed  instrument  of  spiritual  renovation.  We  have 
calculated  on  success  too  little  in  reference  to  the 
power  and  grace  of  God  ;  wre  have  estimated  the  pro¬ 
bable  results  of  zeal  by  the  ratio  of  the  past,  or  by 
some  vague  notions  of  adaptation  and  moral  influence. 
We  have  looked  for  little,  where  we  ought  to  have 
looked  for  much.  We  have  asked  for  some  success, 
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when  we  ought  to  have  asked  for  large  and  universal 
triumph.  Let  us  honour  the  Spirit’s  power.  Let  us 
have  confidence  in  the  sufficiency  of  the  Gospel.  Let 
us  be  persuaded  of  the  Saviour’s  supreme  exaltation 
for  the  very  purpose  of  giving  efficacy  to  the  Gospel, 
and  then  shall  we  witness  wider  success. 

But  if  we  desire  to  witness  the  effusion  of  the  Spirit 
on  our  labours ,  we  must  seek  that  outpouring  on  our 
own  hearts .  “  Until  the  Spirit  be  poured  upon  us,”  we 

must  not  expect  to  see  the  wilderness  become  a  fruit¬ 
ful  field,  nor  to  witness  such  augmented  cultivation  and 
beauty  at  home,  that  in  contrast  with  it,  “  the  fruit¬ 
ful  field  shall  be  counted  for  a  forest.”  In  us  then 
there  must  be  revival,  constituting  a  new  era  in  the 
history  of  the  church.  Hitherto  believers  have  too 
much  symbolized  with  the  world  ;  we  have  possessed 
but  a  feverish  life,  and  reached  but  an  infantile  strength. 
But  let  the  Spirit  of  believing  discernment  be  poured 
out  upon  us,  then  the  realities  of  an  invisible  world  will 
rise  to  our  view  in  all  the  magnificence  of  their  just 
proportions,  while  the  pomp  and  interests  of  this  world 
will  recede,  and  sink  down  into  their  real  insignifi¬ 
cance.  Let  the  Spirit  of  evangelical  grace  be  poured 
upon  us,  then  shall  the  Cross  of  Christ  appear  in  all  its 
melting  influences,  and  standing  as  at  its  very  foot,  we 
shall  perceive  all  the  wonders  of  the  great  sacrifice,  sin 
will  be  abhorred,  and  our  hearts  will  be  filled  with  the 
love  of  Christ.  Every  countenance  will  shine,  and 
every  bosom  will  burn.  Then  “  the  very  merchandize 
and  hire  will  be  holiness  to  the  Lord  and  then  God 
will  “  open  windows  in  heaven,  and  pour  us  out  a  bles¬ 
sing,  till  there  shall  not  be  room  to  receive  it.” 

There  are  several  specific  considerations  to  which  I 
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had  thought  of  adverting  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating 
zeal  on  behalf  of  the  population  of  Britain.  I  might 
have  adverted  to  the  well-being  of  your  country  as 
essentially  connected  with  its  piety  :  I  might  have  ad¬ 
verted  to  the  critical  position  of  things  in  the  spiritual 
state  of  your  country;  while  the  masses  lie  either 
inert  for  all  that  is  good,  or  ready  to  receive  the 
impulse  for  any  thing  that  is  evil ;  while  profligacy  and 
infidelity  concur  to  bribe  the  passions  of  the  people  ; 
and  while  the  educated  classes  appear  ready  to  receive 
doctrines  that  lay  the  understanding  prostrate,  and 
commit  the  conscience  into  the  keeping  of  a  priesthood. 
I  might  have  adverted  to  our  responsible  position  as  a 
nation,  with  a  diplomatic  corps  in  every  capital,  and 
mariners  in  every  port,  and  a  literature  studied  in  the 
world's  four  quarters,  and  colonies  that  exceed  the 
dimensions  of  monarchies  which  were  once  deemed 
universal :  — we  have  access  to  every  great  commu¬ 
nity  in  the  world.  I  might  have  adverted  to  the  pro¬ 
vocation  of  Britain’s  guilt,  and  appealing  to  some,  no 
very  equivocal,  clouds  that  darken  and  threaten  us, 
have  roused  you  to  alarm  for  Britain’s  safety.  But  all 
this  I  waive. 

It  is  time  to  close.  Yet  let  me  not  quit  this  pulpit 
without  one  word  of  personal  appeal.  You  have  been 
called  upon  to  contemplate  sin  as  a  disease  bringing 
death ;  you  have  been  told  of  a  balm  sufficient  for 
its  cure,  and  a  Physician  ready  to  apply  that  healing 
balm.  Is  it  not  lamentable  to  see  men  perishing  in 
destitution  of  the  remedy?  Is  it  not  more  agonizing 
to  see  them  perishing  in  neglect  of  it,  while  they  have 
liberty  of  access  to  it  ?  Is  it  not  most  of  all  sad  and 
fearful  to  see  them  actually  participating  in  the  works 
of  kindly  charity  by  which  that  balm  may  be  applied 
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to  others,  while  they  themselves  are  living  in  neglect  of 
it.  And  there  are  some  of  you,  perhaps  not  a  few,  who 
are  precisely  in  this  position.  You  have  come  to  hear 
of  others’  malady ;  I  beseech  you  return  home  to 
revolve  your  own.  Why  are  not  you  healed  ?  In  vain 

you  delude  yourselves  with  the  cry  of  “  Peace,  peace.” 

* 

Jesus  speaks  to  each  : — “  Wilt  thou  be  made  whole  ?” 
Say,  wilt  thou  ?  While  miserable  victims  of  crimi¬ 
nality  press  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  touch  the 
Saviour’s  garment,  and  live ;  will  you  refuse  to  touch  ? 
and  refusing,  perish  ?  Who  can  measure  the  crimi- 
nalit}r,  or  the  doom  ? 

And  now  lift  up  your  eyes  and  contemplate  your 
country,  and  while  you  bemoan  her  malady  and  recog¬ 
nize  her  claims,  hail  the  scheme  formed  by  this  Society 
for  her  universal  evangelization.  Picture  to  yourselves 
the  agents  sent  out  in  pursuance  of  this  grand  scheme, 
in  their  scenes  of  labour.  Picture  one  such  agent :  he 
enters  a  stranger  among  a  people  disposed  to  regard  his 
coming  as  an  intrusion  ;  something  of  persecution  he 
experiences;  he  is  suspected  and  scorned,  he  is  pub¬ 
licly  denounced,  and  the  people  are  personally  warned 
against  him  :  but  he  perseveres  ;  he  preaches  in  the 
barn,  on  the  green,  in  the  cottage;  he  hires  a  school¬ 
room,  or  raises  a  humble  meeting-house,  for  the  stated 
proclamation  of  the  word :  a  few  individuals  hearken  to 
him ;  ere  long,  a  sinner  is  pricked  to  the  heart,  he  is 
seen  weeping,  he  forsakes  his  usual  haunts,  his  tone  of 
levity  is  exchanged  for  groans  of  anguish,  it  is  wThis- 
pered  that  he  is  mad,  driven  mad  by  the  fanaticism  of 
the  meeting-house ;  and  true  it  is,  his  peace  is  broken, 
his  is  a  very  convulsion  of  agony,  but  it  is  the  con¬ 
vulsion  that  precedes  the  restored  animation  of  one 
who  had  6unk  in  spiritual  death  ;  he  flees  to  Jesus  by 
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faith,  and  peace,  holiness,  joy  ensue — he  is  a  convert 
and  a  coadjutor  :  another  and  another  is  added,  and  a 
little  flock  is  enfolded  :  by  and  bye,  one  of  the  lowly 
disciples  is  on  his  dying  bed  ;  it  is  rumoured  that  his 
chamber  is  a  scene  of  wonder  ;  many  visit  it,  he  is 
calm,  happy,  triumphant;  amid  gasping  and  weakness, 
he  tells  of  meekest  confidence,  and  talks  of  a  better 
country  to  which  he  is  going  :  it  is  Jacob's  vision 
repeated ;  heaven  is  opened,  there  is  a  track  of  ra¬ 
diance  conducting  to  it,  the  angel  escort  is  all  but  seen, 
it  is  a  translation  of  the  ransomed  spirit :  ah  !  it  was 
never  so  seen  in  that  village  : — now  the  little  sanc¬ 
tuary  becomes  thronged,  new  doors  are  opened,  the 
population  is  transformed,  and  the  district  is  pervaded, 
“  the  health  of  that  people  is  recovered.’’ 

But  your  Society  can  exhibit  many  such  scenes.  In 
one  of  the  stations  occupied  by  its  agents  more  than  a 
hundred  individuals  have  been  received  into  Christian 
fellowship  during  the  year.  Sixty-nine  stations  are 
occupied  by  the  agents  you  employ  ;  while  your  aid  is 
extended  to  sixty-five  other  localities,  in  which  your 
co-operation  is  essentially  useful.  Nor  ought  it  to  be 
forgotten  that  a  host  of  County  Associations,  though 
not  immediately  affiliated  with  you,  are  actively  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  same  service.  These  are  the  operations 
with  which  you  are  invited  to  co-operate,  on  behalf  of 
which  your  zealous  aid  is  earnestly  solicited. 

The  daughter  of  Britain  sits  beneath  her  oak,  and 
weeps  for  her  children :  they  dwell  in  safety  in  their 
sea-girt  isle, — they  are  taught  arts  and  sciences, — every 
climate  pours  its  luxuries  into  their  lap, — widely- 
extended  empire  is  theirs, — their  greatness  is  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  all  the  nations  ;  but  they  are  under  the 
malady  of  sin,  and  millions  on  millions  are  drawn  unto 
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death,  and  are  ready  to  be  slain :  the  daughter  of 
Britain  asks  of  you  the  balm  to  heal  them  :  go — take 
it  to  them,  in  those  scenes  where  they  so  densely  crowd 
together,  plying  the  wheel,  weaving  the  tissue,  prepar¬ 
ing  stores  for  the  world’s  markets  ;  go,  take  it  to  them 
in  those  scenes  of  rusticity,  where  their  hands  have 
cultivated  the  soil,  where  corn  waves  in  the  field,  and 
flowers  breathe  fragrancy  in  the  hedges,  where  all  is 
fair  but  man.  The  daughter  of  Britain  invokes  you  by 
your  patriotism,  to  interpose  ;  by  your  reverence  for 
the  names  of  those  fathers  of  your  people,  who  secured 
for  you  and  bequeathed  to  you  the  rights  you  enjoy, 
and  the  religious  privileges  you  profess  so  highly  to 
prize  ;  by  your  sense  of  gratitude  to  the  God  of  grace, 
that  your  lot  was  cast  in  a  region  of  scriptural  illumi¬ 
nation,  and  that  ever  your  minds  were  enlightened  by 
it ;  by  your  responsibility  to  your  descendents,  and 
your  love  to  your  immediate  children,  whose  inherit¬ 
ance  will  be  blighted,  if  not  destroyed,  unless  sin  be 
checked  and  abolished.  The  daughter  of  Britain 
invokes  you  by  the  dread  responsibilities  of  her  own 
position  ;  while  her  children  are  enthralled  in  sin,  her 
right  arm  is  paralysed,  and  her  tongue  cleaves  to  the 
roof  of  her  mouth,  and  she  cannot  act  as  the  world’s 
benefactress,  and  as  the  priestess  of  the  nations.  The 
daughter  of  Britain  invokes  you  by  your  loyalty  to 
your  Lord ;  rescue  her  children  from  the  grasp  of  the 
usurper, —  teach  their  every  tongue  to  swear,  their 
every  knee  to  bow  to  Jesus.  Even  He  condescends  to 
own  kindred, — to  pronounce  remonstrance, — to  make 
appeal, — “  Is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead  ?  is  there  no 
physician  there  ?  why  then  is  not  the  health  of  the 
daughter  of  my  people  recovered  ?” 
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